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PeTi'ie Death -Probed/ 
Link to 'Plot' Is Denied 


A former inv^stiKaLar wt*o 
claimed lo know four conspira- 
tors in a mi pint to assassinate 
President Kennedy dropped out 
of sight early today in New Or- 
leans, but later showed no at 
Dial. Ally. Jim Garriso^a of- 
fice there. 

David f*wii, 2fc, me! report 
tn briefly, lo **y Ihat flavid 
W. Ferric, if), former Eastern 
Airlines pilot found dead in Ms 
apartment yesterday was not 
one of the "possible member*- 
of the plot." . * .1 

Lewis said previously he hod l 
given Garrison lour or tivr^ 
it a me* of persons involved in Lhc^ 
conspiracy, and as a insult ■ 
feared for his life. 

He dropped out of sight with* 
his wife and four children last 
night, but reappeared at the 
district attorney's office today. 
United Press International 
laid he refused to say anything 
Other than that Ferric whs not 
one of the group he knew. 

s; as mentioned in the 
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Warren Report isd'^jne^t^tai 

~h y~ garriso n In h« new investi- 
gation of the assav^TTi^ttnn“Tjar- 
rtson called his death apparent 
suicide. The conmer said sui- 
cide was possible, 

Washington sources who re- 
fused lo be identified told \jyi 
that a Warren Commission in- 
vestigation of Ferric showed 
that he had no connection with 
* the Kennedy assassination, 
l "The allegations of Feme i 
] i connection with an assassina- 
tion plot were washed out by 
the investigations done for the 
Warircn Commission." the tin-] 
identified sources said. ' 

Ferric emphatically denied 
In 1963 that he imew either Ur 
Harvely Oswald *r Jack Ruby. 

lllie FBI investigation at the 

timg found nothing to lie Fer- 
ric Ip the assassma Lion „ the Av : 
Mid a ltd. Press * * - * l 
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f dfr fine ly on Ing by the FBI ira 
tri^mled in the Warren Com- 
mission Report in the National 
Archives here. Nineteen page! 
of testimony about Ferric are 
open to public scrutiny, About 
40 more pages, believed to in- 
volve Ferric but also to deal 
(with FBI techniques and mode 
of operation, are kept secret. 

Oswald was named by the 
Warren Commission as the as- 
sassin of President Kennedy la 
Dallas on Nov. 22, 19G3. Ruby 
was convicted of staying Os- 
wald two days later. 

"Do Not Know Oswald"* 

“To my best knowledge and 
belief, I do not know Lee Har- 
vey Oswald and have no per* 
social recollection of ever hav- 
ing met him," Ferric said Dec, 

1 10 1963. in a signed statement 
tokhe FBI. *TI 1 did ever meet 
him it was casual and to my 
i best recollection have definitely 
I not seen him in recent years, 
"To my knowledge, ! have 
never met Jack Ruby, w ho I 
understand, from pubUc 
sources, operated a night dub 
In Dallas 1 have soon a photo- 
graph of Jack Ruby and ! do 
not recognize this photograph 
lo be a person with whom 1 am 
acquainted." t _ * 

iThc FBI Investigated Ferric 
In 1963, following up telephone 
leads, and found him to have 
no connection with Oswald, 
Ruby or the assassination, ac- 
cording to statements given the 
Warren Com m isslon . 

Agents John W. Rice and Am 
fhony E. Gerrets conducted one 
investigation of Ferric during 
the period Nov. 24-29 based on 
leads provided by a Jsck 
Martin, a private Investigator, 
In the New Orleans district at* 
torney^ office. They said Mar- 
tttT s aptm^ J ed §ir"*n crjtrol ic*. 
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“I Invest d i *c1 o?*ed th xl vO 
InTurrrnimh fur niilreft Hijack 
Jv rl in to Llie effect Uui£ 1 
David William Ferric *s*ociaL-[ 
ed wilh Loo Harvey Oswald 
*t New Orleans and trained 
Oswald In the use of a rifle 
with a telescopic lense frit ), 

*h*o that Ferric had vi&itod 
Dallii several weeks prior to 
Ih# assassination of President 
John F. Kennrdy is without 
foundation/* they said in a 
signed lULcmcnL 

Ollier statements Indicate 
1 the Fill investigated Ferric 'i 
whereabouts during the period 
Immediately before and after 
Kennedy's assassination There 
are, signed statements Indicate 
mgnFenric and lW&-**mjw«iioii* 

a t rip by car to Houslonj 
anC'^ctffvesion the 

period. J 

There was a discrepancy over 
the time of Feme's death. 

An unsigned, undated noLe 
was found in Ferric's apjartment 
saying that death would be 
'awed prospect,*' 

George Larder Jr. * a WasMng- 
lon Post repur Ler who may have 
been the fast man Lo sec Ferric) 
alive, said Fcrne told him be 
was convinced Oswald killed the 
President Nov 22, li* 63 ( in 
[Dallas, and acted alone. i 

Urdncr told UPl he thought! 
there was no mystery about an 
apparent discrcpcncy in the 
time of Feme's death. Lardner 
said terric was alive when he 
kfr Feme's apartment at 4 
a>tn. Wednesday. 

The Coroner, Dr. Nicholas J. 

Chctta, had put the time of 
dcaih at Tuesday night, and 
Garrison called the differing 
times "one of the mysteries we 
don l understand." 

"Ferrie was certainly living 
when I said good-bye to him; 

* Wednesday shortly before 4! 

Lardner said. "1 can sec 
nothing inconsistent about that." 

Ferric told Lard nor that he 
never knew Oswald and never 
met him as far as he remem- 
bered. 

Dr. Chella said Ferric's death 
had to have occurred before 4 
a.m. hul Lardncr misled he had 
visited with Ferric until that 
hour, * 

Dr Cbctffi, an M.D., said 
Feme suffered a massive, cere- 
bral hemorrhage when a blood 
vessel burst at the base of his 
brain. The coroner called this 
the cause of death Wednesday 
night* but said today he was 
not sure , and indicated he felt 
'FiTrtrraCdd have tnurtnmii^U. 


Ferric Oiled "Iij V o| ve( f" 

4 described Ferric as 

one ol his lory's most important 
individuals” and said he waj 
'involved In events culminating 
]" the assassination of President 
Kennedy." 

Garrison, at a hurried news 
conference, announced dramalF 
cally he now was not even 
accc^mg the Warren Commis* 
ftion s conclusion that Oswald 
killed Kennedy. 

"I have no reason to believe 
»t this time that Lee Harvey 
Oswald killed anybody In Dalla* 
on Nov. 22./' Garrison said. i 
r erne said In an interview' 
Saturday with the New Orleans 
Slates- Item he was afraid he 
suspected of being a 
*way pilot in an elaborate plot" 
TmiarHfennedy, *-■■ -* 

Garrison said he had fated 


F^rfniRhl commir «ne^e‘ 

®« aus « « f «V‘. • .*« had 
reached a decision to arrest 
him early next week," Garri- 

tong .y App * rent| y wt waited 

Had KncrphallUi 
Found near Ferric was the 
unsigned, undated, unaddretsed 
note saying* "to leave this life 1 
iM or V* w * ct Prospect* I 
f, " d ™tbing in ft that Is desir- 
able and on the other hand 
everything (hat U loathsome/- 
Easiern Air Lines suspended 
^ erne because of a ]%i arrest 
in Suburban Jefferson Parish 
and r errie eventually quit 
Lardner said Ferrie did not 
aecrn to be depressed 

J^ me h , ad bccn 01 «ver.] 

weeks with encephalitis, fnves- 
fifiatnra found IS bottles 0 f pitli 
! n h!S aparlmenl. II UA$ not 
known whether he had uken 
■ny of them or what they were. 
t erne ran a flying service 
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AP said a New Orleans florist, 

Kdward Voeljel, had seen 
?*i* lM * Picture on television 
I reported that he and Os- 
S . . s<> rvrd in a Civil Air 
[jajrol squadron under Ferric 
jWhcn aulhoritiea soughf la 

SET lbty found 5 

had gone to Texas. 

tv^w't to,d » newsman recent- 
ly that he and two friends took a 

dat' .iT*" WP to Texas the 
day of the assassination "on the' 
spur of the moment." lfe said 
Uwy visited Houston. Galveston 
and Alexandria. U. before 
returnin g home. They did not go 
•d^nmaanle said - — . 
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_* nd Ferric uld 
v^tf MpiriU c Ap^g 

MivVr^ p° u “ *t«v 

l&«WS5i ° ,Su,ljv “- 

(knew nl ,! ., 5 '" IJ!i “ *• 

, *-Tm. elf 'dence that Q»- 
1 Irie d ““ acquainted with Fer- 
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